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dutiable commerce of the port for the period in question.1 There is no such record for the previous ten years, back to 1493, and there is no other to the end of Henry VII's reign. From this book may be gleaned some indications about the voyage of 1504. First, it is possible to deduce something of the movements of prominent merchants. Among those mentioned occur the names of John Jay, Hugh Elyot, Robert Thome, William Thorne, Thomas Asshehurst and William Clerk, The last-named was a London man who did considerable trade from Bristol As will be shown on a later page, he was a partner in the expeditions to the new lands, and although his name does not appear in the patents it is evident that he acted in the guise of a deputy or licensee of the principals. The same is very probably true of the Thornes. The book gives the names of merchants every time they pay duty on goods imported or exported through the custom house. It yields no direct information on voyages across the Atlantic, But that is no evidence that none was made, for the Company had exemption from duties on the ladings of two ships inwards, with which vessels the customers would not concern themselves; and on the outward passage it is conceivable that nothing was carried but undutiable victuals and fishing gear. It is the dates of mention of the various merchants that are significant.
John Jay did business at the custom house fairly continuously throughout the year, with a maximum interval from April 26 to July ist. That is too short to admit of an Atlantic voyage, and indeed, there is nothing to connect him with the undertaking but the fact that he had promoted the expedition of John Lloyd long before in 1480. He must by this time have been an elderly man. Hugh Elyot is mentioned in December, 1503, twice in January, 1504, and again on February 22. Thenceforward he does not appear again until August 16, although in the interim there are frequent payments by a certain John Elyot who was presumably a relative. Robert Thorne is busy at Bristol all through the season. His maximum interval of non-appearance is from January 16 to April n, 1504, and thenceforward his name occurs about once a month. He certainly did not cross the Atlantic in 1504, and that year is therefore not the date of the voyage of discovery mentioned by his son in 1527. William Thome, on the other hand, is absent from the record from January 16 to August 28. Thomas Asshehurst makes but one appearance, on August 12. William
1 Exchequer 122, 199/1. Some entries relating to the Matthew are printed in No. 18, but the whole book, from which the observations in the present page are drawn, is too voluminous to be reproduced in full.